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From Frozen to Vibrancy ðThe dynamic Poli t ical parties  
By  T immy CHOI  Chung - lam (2007 /5D)  
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The result of the District Council election on 6th November might come as 
disappointment and disbelief to Pan-Democrats supporters. Perhaps worse 
than that is the ongoing European debt crisis clouding the future of global 
economy. These two events had a strikingly similar characteristic - they were 
all messed by political parties! 
 
Political Parties no longer ñfrozenò 
 
The ñfreezing hypothesisò was famously proposed and developed by Lipset 
and Rokkan: European party systems are frozen along social cleavages - 
conflicts between centre-periphery, church-state, capitalists-labour and tradi-
tional elites-liberal professions - established for many years. These conflicts 
were mainly emerged from the nation-building process and through the na-
tional, industrial and democratic revolutions in the past three centuries. Lipset 
and Rokkan believed that party leaders would transform these social conflicts 
and cleavages into partisan cleavages ( ), by 

strengthening the collective identities within certain pre-defined groups and 
demography. This would thus create a strong party identification for the 
electorates, and votersô orientations on issues and policies would be framed 
by and aligned to the view of the party. Once the political arena was ex-
hausted, voters would be cemented ( ̘ ) to specific aligned parties 

and the party system would be ñfrozenò. To put it in a more practical term, if 
you are born into a family of workers, you will mostly likely be aligning 
yourself to the Left and thus vote for them in elections. This article is also 
exactly written to explore if this treatise is valid or not. 
 
The validity of the ñfreezing hypothesis modelò is being questioned from time 
to time. The decline of mass party and party membership has a significant 
effect in altering the hypothesis. Voters are now very distant from the parties 
when compared to the mass party era. Percentage of voters identifying them-
selves as partisan in the United Kingdom dropped by 6.2% between 1964 and 
1997. Two major parties, Conservatives ( ) and Labour ( ), lost 87% 

and 75% of their membership in the past 50 years, respectively. The gross 
volatility ( ̘ ) of voters makes electoral outcomes in Europe much 

harder to predict. European voters are also much less enthusiastic in re-
sponding to the calls of party mobilization. Political parties across Europe 
find hard to summon voters or even their own members to participate in 
collective political actions and partyôs calls.  
 
Currently, party affiliation does not necessarily correlate to oneôs social and 
class background as in Lipset and Rokkanôs era. Support gained by social 
democratic parties in Europe has, for instance, been shifted from the tradi-
tional working class to a much broader electorate base. It is partly due to the 
transformation of the social democratic parties themselves for which they 
focus less on class struggle ǉ Ǌand class representation, while putting 

more emphasis in gaining political offices and fighting on newly expanded 
policy frontlines. Nevertheless most importantly, the portion of traditional 
working class in Europe is declining due to economic advancement and 
progress.  
 
Party orientations have changed and they are constantly locating new selected 
groups of supporters to strengthen their support base. The Labour Party 
in Britain and the Social Democratic Party (SDP) in Germany are good ex-
amples for illustration. They both historically and unwaveringly positioned 

themselves as committed socialist parties representing the interest of the 
workers and trade unions in their respective countries. However contem-
porary Labour and SDP transform from their old shells into brand new 
catch-all parties. SDP proposed the Godesbery Program in 1959 which 
abandoned its rooted hostility to capitalism. We can see parties manoeu-
vring across party lines. This does not only happen to the leftist parties, 
the same applies to the right. Both sides are sliding to the centre to attract 
a broader base and appeal themselves to voters across the spectrum.  
 
New issues, New political arenas, New political parties 
 
Post-industrial societies encounter two dominant problems (or to phrase 
them in a better way, transitions): the improvement in material conditions 
and the rise in post-material values  ( Ǎ ̘ ̘

). Europe has experienced tremendous economic recovery after the 

two world wars and there can be 
no doubt that Europe has now 
stepped into the post-industrial 
era. Their manufacturing sector 
is  declining while  the  domi-
nance  of  service  sector  is 
emerging.  As  a  direct  result 
from  the  effect  of  a  post-
industrial economy, there is also 
an  inevitable  decline  in  the 
population of working class and 
a rise of educated citizenry. The 
more  educated and  wealthier 
population produces a stronger 
force of  rational  voters who 
abandon the way their previous 
generations  vote.  It  is  now 
generally  agreed by  political 
scientists that economic factors 
strongly influence the popularity of the ruling party and its electoral 
performance. It has once again shown that the ñcleavage modelò is not 
effectively established among the contemporaries. 
 
Besides the economic voting behaviour, there is also a general rise of post 
materialism in European societies as put forward by Ronald Inglehart. 
Inglehart proposed the scarcity hypothesis to elaborate the intergenera-
tional change. The scarcity hypothesis in which Inglehart employed 
Maslowôs hierarchy of human goals to explain when humanôs materialis-
tic needs are satisfied, the concentration will have been shifted to post-
material goals. In Hong Kong, the opposition of demolition of Star Ferry 
Pier, Queenôs Pier and Choi Yuen Chuen were excellent examples to show 
that some people begin to embrace the idea of ñpost-materialismò.These 
might be ammunitions for some parties in future elections. I would argue 
that the rise of post-materialism does help create new issues for political 
parties and from which new cleavages emerge. That clearly defeats the 
frozen nature of Lipset and Rokkanôs hypothesis. 
 
For new issues and cleavages, I refer to the increasing awareness of self-
autonomy, right of expression and the overall concerns for our environ-
ment. These issues could hardly be heard in elections of the old genera-
tion; however these are now new electoral battlefields for old and new 
political parties. As a result we can see the vote shares gained by the ñold 
partiesò are dropping tremendously, whilst ñnew partiesò are replacing the 
newly created electoral vacuum left by the olds. The two old parties, 
Conservatives and Labour, secured 85% of national votes, but their com-
bined vote share dropped to 65% in 2010.  It proves the new parties are 
emerging out of the new cleavages and their performances are out-
standing. 
 
Looking back to Hong Kong, staying within the Pro-establishment/Pan-
democracy dichotomy ( / ) does not help explain the 

votersô' preference in the last district election. We could undoubtedly 
observe the immense growth in the strength of right-wing populist politics 
in Hong Kong. This particular side of the spectrum is knowingly charac-
terized by its anti-immigration sentiment, pro-status quo and the refusal of 
any radical change in political circumstances. I am not utterly sure if we 
should count this election as a triumph for those political parties holding 
on line to what the populists reason. However for those who have refused 
to uphold their own views of righteousness, the fatal and long-term flunk 
belongs to them. 
 
More to read: 
Carey, Sean and Lebo, Mattew, Election Cycles and the Economic Voter, Political Research 

Quarterly December 2006 vol. 59 no. 4, 543-556 
Heywood, Paul, et. al., Development in European Politics, (New York: Palgrave Macmillan, 

2006) 
Inglehart, Ronald, The Silent Revolution in Europe: Intergenerational Change in Post-

Industrial Societies, The American Political Science Review, Vol. 65, No. 4 (Dec., 1971), 
pp. 991-1017 

Lane, Jan-Erik and Ersson, Svante, Politics and Society in Western Europe (London: SAGE, 
1999) 

̋ ǉ Ǌ Ǎ

(Ken Livingstone)  

(Rt. Hon. Ed Miliband)  
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Ms Sophia WONG, honored guests, Super-
visor, school managers, Principal, teachers, 
parents and fellow schoolmates,  
 
It is my greatest honor standing here rep-
resenting all Form 7 graduates to deliver a 
hearty thanks to our guest of honor, Ms 
Sophia WONG, Principal Education Officer of 
the  Education  Bureau,  not  only  for  her 
presence and thoughtful remarks, but also 
for the dedicated school -based support she 
and her team have contributed these years. 
Her encouraging words will be there for all 
of us to remember.  
 
Stepping into the school again this after-
noon, gazing ( ) at the playground, I 
couldnôt help recalling the days in HKCWCC. 
It was our second home where we had our 
interesting  lessons,  enlightening  assem-
blies, exciting ball games, all witnessing our 
growth and countless effort in the battle-
field of CE and AL examinations despite 
much emotional fluctuation between hopes 
and despair. We have come such a long 
way. Today, we eventually gather here to 
enjoy the fruit of hard work, to turn a new 
page of our lives, to embark on a new 
journey to the outside world and fulfill great 
plans.  
 
Therefore,  we  must  thank  our  beloved 
school. In spite of the limited space of the 

campus,  it  pro-
vided us with all 
facilities  we 
needed  and  a 
warm,  harmoni-
ous  study  envi-
ronment.  Most 
importantly, am-
ple  opportunities 
encouraged us to 
unearth and de-
velop our full po-
tential  academi-
cally and non -academically. The school 
motto, óKnowledge and Perseveranceô, 
will be forever engraved ( ) in our 
minds.  
 
The forever - lasting friendships are what 
weôve been treasuring.  Dearest friends, 
we have stayed together for 7 years, at 
least 2555 days; what a big number 
that  numerous  sweet  and  bitter 
memories  are  embedded!  Humorous 
jokes, words of cheers and cordial hugs 
will stay forever.  
 
Last but not least, we must extend our 
wholehearted gratitude to our families -
these drivers that helped pursue our 
dreams. Thank you for your uncondi-
tional  love,  care  and  understanding 
walking alongside us throughout chal-
lenging secondary school - life.  
 
Indeed, there is no real magic for suc-
cess in life. We promise to use what we 
have learnt here to further develop a 
positive personality, cultivate good in-
terpersonal skills, and do our best to 
serve and contribute for the betterment 
of the community.  
 
Once again, I would like to thank all 
who have provided consistent support 
for our whole -person development, and 
we wish you all good health and every 
success in the future. Thank you!  

Vote of Thanks by F.7 Graduate 

Representative Ms. Tammy WONG (2011/7S)  

ñThe forever-lasting friend-
ships are what weôve been 
treasuring.  We have stayed to-
gether for 7 years, at least 2555 
days; what a big number that 
numerous sweet and bitter 
memories are embedded!ɽ 

̋ Tammy (right) with PE Mr. 

HUNG Yau-nin after Speech 

Day  
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